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anoscale zero-valent iron (NZVI) particles were synthesized by the
aqueous phase borohydride reduction method, and the synthesized
NZVI particles were used for the degradation of Basic Yellow 28
(BY28) dye in aqueous solution. The influence of experimental variables such as
reaction time, NZVI particle dosage and pH were studied on the decolorization
of BY28. Mixing an aqueous solution of 100 mg L−1 BY28 with 2 g L-1 Fe0
resulted in 98.2% loss of BY28 within 15 min. The color removal efficiency was
found to be increased with decrease in initial pH of dye solution and NZVI
exhibited good color removal efficiency at acidic pH. Solvent extraction of the
Fe0 revealed that BY28 removal was not through adsorption, but through
degradation, as Fe0 treatment of BY28 lead to new chromatographic peaks
(degradation products) in HPLC analysis. Prog. Color Colorants Coat. 5(2012),
35-40. © Institute for Color Science and Technology.

1. Introduction
Dye makes our world beautiful, but it brings us pollution.
The pollution induced by dyestuff losses and discharge
during dyeing and finishing processes in the textile
industry has been a serious environmental problem for
years. In addition, dye molecules are very visible in
wastewaters due to their strong color at very low
concentrations and as a consequence, the color is one of
the most obvious indicators of water pollution. Dyes in
the wastewater undergo chemical as well as biological
changes, consume dissolved oxygen from the stream, and
destroy aquatic life because of their toxicity [1]. This has
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motivated many studies in the last decade toward the
development of new processes for the removal of color
and organic load from the contaminated effluents. The
treatment of colored wastewater is commonly carried out
using biological [2-5], physico-chemical methods such as
oxidation, froth flotation and coagulation [6-9],
adsorption [10-12] and electrochemical techniques [1315]. Among these methods, one technology which has
gained widespread acceptance is the use of zerovalent
metals for remediating contaminated water.
Nowadays, the versatility of nanometer-scale zerovalent iron (NZVI), Fe0, has been demonstrated for
potential use in environmental engineering [16] and over
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the last few years, NZVI has been extensively used in the
degradation of toxic and hazardous organic pollutants
[17-19]. NZVI in the form of powder is a strong reducer,
and it is cheap, easy to get and the spent iron particles
could readily be recycled by a magnet [20]. In addition, a
wide variety of reducible contaminants including
chlorinated organic compounds, heavy metal ions and
oxo-anions could be treated. Dyes are another category
of complex chemicals that may be labile to reduction by
Fe0, as has recently been shown for several azo dyes.
While many of the commercially used dyes resist to
biodegradation, the products (aromatic amine) of dye
wastewaters decolorization by Fe0 are easily degraded by
microorganisms. The practical applicability of these
NZVI particles lies in the fact that they reduce organic as
well as inorganic impurities in order to get oxidized into
+2 and +3 oxidation states [21].
In particular, the Basic Yellow 28 dye (BY28) is
among the most commonly used dyestuffs to dye cotton
and polyacrylonitrile, and is therefore a common
industrial pollutant. BY28 is a cationic dye which can
also called azomethin dye (-CH=N-) or hydrazone dye
(=N-N (H,R)-). Generally textile effluents have a
complex and variable composition, but the use of a
simulated waste by means of an artificial aqueous
solution facilitates the assessment of a treatment process.
The goal of this study is to investigate the application of
laboratory-synthesized NZVI for the decolorization of
BY28 from contaminated wastewater and the analysis of
the treated solution by HPLC to follow the quenching of
the color and the formation of uncolored breakdown
product.

2. Experimental

Figure 1: Chemical structure of BY28.

Powder X-ray diffraction (XRD) patterns of the solid
products were obtained in the 2θ range of 5o-80o using a
PW-1840 diffractometer from Philips Co. with Cu-Kα
radiation (λ=1.54178 Αo).
pH measurements were performed with a Metrohm
691 pH meter. The BY28 concentration was measured by
double-wavelength absorbance (572 nm) by a Carry 5030
spectrophotometer from Varian Co. HPLC analysis were
carried out using an Agilent HPLC chromatograph
consists of UV/VIS detector (model 1200 ) with
wavelength in the range of 190-800 nm and C18 4µm
×3.99 mm×300mm column.

2.3. NZVI Synthesis
The NZVI material was synthesized by dropwise
addition of 1.6 M NaBH4 aqueous solution to a Ne gaspurged 1 M FeCl3.6H2O aqueous solution at room
temperature with magnetic stirring as described by Wang
and Zhang [22]. Ferric iron (Fe3+) was reduced and
precipitate according to the reaction 1:
−
3+
o
Fe(H2O)6 + 3BH4 + 3H O → Fe ↓ +3B(OH) + 10.5H (1)
2

3

2

2.1. Reagents and chemicals
BY28 (Figure 1) was obtained from "Institute for Color
Science and Technology, Tehran, Iran" with molecular
weight of 433.52 g/mol and characteristic wavelength
λmax = 438 nm. The chemical reagents used in the study
(FeCl3.6H2O, H2SO4, NaOH, and NaBH4) were reagent
grade obtained from Aldrich Chemical Co. All other
reagents were of analytical reagent grade. Deionized
water was used throughout this study.

2.2. Equipments
Phillips EM 400ST transmission electron microscope
(TEM) was used to characterize the Morphology and the
distribution of the iron particles.
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The solution was stirred for 20 min and centrifuged at
6000 rpm for 2 min, and the supernatant solution was
replaced by acetone. Acetone-washing prevented the
NZVI from immediate rusting during purification leading
to a fine black powder product after freeze-drying. All Fe
materials were stored in a N2-purged desiccator.

2.4. Batch experiment
Batch experiments were performed in 100 mL flask. For
each experiment, 0.5-3 gL−1 NZVI particles were added
to 50 ml BY28 solution (100 mgL-1 in deionized water)
prepurged with N2 for 5min. At 5, 10, 15, 20, 25 and 30
min, 5 mL aliquot was removed with syringe and filtered
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through 0.45µm membrane filter, and the residual BY28
concentration in the solution (mgL-1) was analyzed using
a UV-VIS spectrum. The intermediates of BY28
degradation by Fe0 were analyzed by employing a HPLC.
Reactions proceeded for 30 min. Then, the BY28treated NZVI was separated and gently washed with
water and then was agitated for 1 h with 20 mL
methanol. Aliquots of supernatant solution were filtered
(0.45 µm) and analyzed for adsorbed BY28 by UV-VIS.

3. Result and discussion
3.1. Characterization of NZVI: Structure and
particle size determination by TEM and XRD
Figure 2 shows the images of NZVI nanoparticles
observed by transmission electron microscopy. It
indicates that iron particles have a nearly spherical shape
with a grain size range about 20- 50 nm. Figure 3 shows
the XRD spectrum of NZVI nanoparticles. The main
reflection at 44.7o corresponding to Feo.

Figure 3: XRD spectrum of NZVI nanoparticles.

3.2. Effect of NZVI dosage
Experiments of BY28 removal with Fe0 were performed
at an initial concentration of 100 mg L−1. In Figure 4, the
results of BY28 removal are shown using different Fe0
concentrations in the range of 1-5 gL−1. There was an
exponential decrease in the concentrations of BY28 in
contact with Fe0 with increasing time. The results
revealed that increasing the Fe0 concentration increased
the amount of removed BY28. Maximum BY28 loss
(98.2% within 15 min) occurred in the presence of 2 gL -1
Fe0, while only 14.7% BY28 loss occurred during the
first 15 min when 0.5 g L-1 Fe0 was used.

Figure 2: The TEM image of NZVI nanoparticles.
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medium.

This is because more NZVI particles are able to
provide more iron surface-active sites for collision with
BY28 molecules to accelerate the BY28 removal
efficiencies.
Thus, the BY28 removal efficiencies were gradually
swelling from 14.7, 26.5, 68.3, to 98.2% by raising NZVI
dosage from 0.5, 1, 1.5, to 2 g L−1 as shown in Figure 4.
Results show that 2 gL-1 is an optimal amount of NZVI,
beyond which no improvement of removal was obtained.

3.4. Adsorption or degradation?
Under optimal conditions (i.e. NZVI dosage: 2Gl-1;
contact time: 15 min and pH: 2), the BY28 removal
efficiency of 98.2% was obtained. The BY28 removal
steps are shown in Figure 6.
To demonstrate the formation of degradation products
during treatment, the degradation products were followed
using HPLC. A BY28 solution (100 mgL-1) was treated
by the Fe0 (2gL-1) within 15 min under acidic conditions.
Figure 7 shows chromatograms of the initial solution and
after treatment of the BY28 dye by NZVI. After 15 min
the BY28 peak appearing at retention time 11.5 min was
no more observed.

3.3. Effect of pH
The pH was also one of the important factors in the
BY28 removal by zerovalent iron. When the ferrous ions
dissolved from the iron surface, collided with hydroxyl
ions in alkaline solution and precipitation of produced
ferrous hydroxide on the iron surface occupy the reactive
sites to hinder the reaction [23]. Also, lower pH gives
rise to a greater extent of acid washing of ion oxides on
metallic iron surfaces and reduces passivation of metal
by enhancing solubility of metal hydroxide [24]. So, the
chemical reduction of BY28 by NZVI is favorable in
acid conditions.
The pH effect on BY28 removal is illustrated in
Figure 5 (NZVI dosage: 2 gL−1 and BY28 concentration:
100 mgL−1). By comparing the removal efficiencies of
BY28 by NZVI for pH 9 and pH 2, the latter showed
99.2% removal of BY28 after a treatment time of 15 min,
while the former had 26% removal efficiency. Therefore,
the results of the BY28 degradation with different pH
values confirm the importance of working in acid

Figure 6: Images of the BY28 removal steps: (a) BY28
solution before addition of the NZVI, (b) BY28 solution
after addition of NZVI and (c) BY28 solution after being
exposed to a very strong magnet.
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Figure 5: Effect of initial pH on the removal of BY28 by NZVI.

38

Prog. Color Colorants Coat. 5(2012), 35-40

6

Application of Synthesized Nanoscale Zero-Valent Iron in the Treatment …

compounds exhibiting less hydrophobicity (regarding the
reverse stationary phase) and correspondingly lower
carbon atom number than the original dye molecule.
In addition, to discriminate the adsorption or
degradation of the BY28 with NZVI, the BY28-treated
NZVI was extracted thoroughly in water and methanol,
and the extract did not present the absorption band of the
BY28; proves that BY28 removal was not through
adsorption.

4. Conclusions

Figure 7: Comparison of HPLC profiles of (A): untreated
0
(control) and (B):Fe treated BY28 (NZVI
-1
−1
dosage: 2gL , BY28 concentration: 100 mg L ,
pH: 2 and time of reaction was 15 min).

As it can be appreciated in Figure 7, there are two
new chromatographic peaks (degradation products) after
15 min, which presented smaller retention times than the
BY28 molecule. This indicates the presence of

To the best of our knowledge, this is the first report on
the treatment of a solution containing cationic and
azomethen dye using zero-valent iron. The degradation
of an azomethin dye (BY28) by zero-valent iron powder
in aqueous solution was studied. The results showed that
the degradation is influenced by solution acidity and
NZVI dosage, and with decreasing the acidity and
increasing the NZVI dosage, the degradation efficiency
increases. The synthesized ZVI particles of nanoscale
size exhibited effective decolorization for BY28 dye and
under optimal conditions (NZVI dosage of 2gL-1; contact
time of 15 min and pH 2), more than 98% of the dye is
removed.

5. References
1. M. N. Ahmed, R. N. Ram, Removal of basic dye from
wastewater using silica as adsorbent, Environ. Pollut.,
77(1992), 79-85.
2. A. Mahdavi Talarposhti, T. Donnelly, G. K.
Anderson, Color removal from a simulated dye
wastewater using a two-phase anaerobic packed bed
reactor, Water Res., 35(2001), 425-432.
3. D. T. Sponza, M. Isik, Decolorization and azo dye
degradation by anaerobic/aerobic sequential process,
Enzyme Microb. Technol., 31(2002), 102-110.
4. G. Gibbs, J. M. Tobin, E. Guibal, Influence of
chitosan preprotonation on reactive black 5 sorption
isotherms and kinetics, Ind. Eng. Chem. Res.,
43(2004), 1-11.
5. C. Carvalho, A. Fernandes, A. Lopes, H. Pinheiro, I.
Gonçalves, Electrochemical degradation applied to the
metabolites of acid orange 7 anaerobic biotreatment,
Chemosphere, 67(2007), 1316-1324.
6. N. W. Brown, E. P. L. Roberts, A. A. Garforth, R. A.

W. Dryfe, Electrochemical regeneration of a carbonbased adsorbent loaded with crystal violet dye,
Electrochim. Acta, 49(2004), 3269-3281.
7. J. Zhu, J. Zhang, F. Chen, K. Lino, M. Anpo, High
activity TiO2 photocatalysts prepared by a modified
sol-gel
method:
characterization
and
their
photocatalytic activity for the degradation of XRG and
X-GL, Top. Catal., 35(2005), 261-268.
8. A. Aguedach, S. Brosillon, J. Morvan, E. K. Lhadi,
Photocatalytic degradation of azo-dyes reactive black
5 and reactive yellow 145 in water over a newly
deposited titanium dioxide, Appl. Catal. B: Environ.,
57(2005), 55-62.
9. S. Rajgopal, T. Karthikeyan, B. G. Prakash Kumar, L.
R. Miranda, Utilization of fluidized bed reactor for the
production of adsorbents in removal of malachite
green, Chem. Eng. J., 116(2006), 211-217.
10. Y. Wang, J. Yu, Adsorption and degradation of
synthetic dyes on the mycelium of trametes versicolor,

Prog. Color Colorants Coat. 5(2012), 35-40

39

Poursaberi, Hassanisadi and Nourmohammadian

Water Sci. Technol., 38(1998), 233-238.
11. M. M. Nassar, Intraparticle diffusion of basic red
and basic yellow dyes on palm fruit bunch, Water Sci.
Technol., 40(1999), 133-140.
12. H. Ketelsen, S. M. Windel, Adsorption of brilliant
blue FCF by soils, Geoderma, 90(1999), 131-145.
13. E. Brillas, C. Arias, P. L. Cabot, F. Centellas, J. A.
Garrido, R. M. Rodríguez, Degradation of organic
contaminants by advanced electrochemical oxidation
methods, Port. Electrochim. Acta, 24(2006), 159-189.
14. A. Sakalis, D. Vanerková, M. Holcapek, P. Jandera,
A. Voulgaropoulos, Electrochemical treatment of a
simple azodye and analysis of the degradation
products
using
high
performance
liquid
chromatography-diode array detection-tandem mass
spectrometry, Chemosphere, 67(2007), 1940-1948.
15. V. K. Gupta, R. Jain, S. Varshney, Electrochemical
removal of the hazardous dye reactofix red 3 BFN
from industrial effluents, J. Colloid Interface Sci.,
312(2007), 292-296.
16. C. B. Wang, W. Zhang, Synthesizing nanoscale iron
particles for rapid and complete dechlorination of TCE
and PCBs., Environ. Sci. Technol., 31(1997), 21542156.
17. S. H. Joo, D. Zhao, Destruction of lindane and
atrazine using stabilized iron nanoparticles under
aerobic and anaerobic conditions: effects of catalyst
and stabilizer, Chemosphere, 70(2008), 418-425.
18. C. J. Liao, T. L. Chung, W. L. Chen, S. L. Kuo,

40

Prog. Color Colorants Coat. 5(2012), 35-40

Treatment of pentachlorophenol contaminated soil
using nano-scale zero-valent iron with hydrogen
peroxide., J. Mol. Catal. A: Chemical, 265(2007),
189-194.
19. X. Fan, F. Zhang, G. Zhang, J. Du, Mechanism of 5amino-2-formylbenzene sulfonic acid formation
during reduction of 4,40- dinitrostilbene-2,20disulfonic acid by Zero-Valent Iron., Dyes Pigm.,
75(2007), 189-193.
20. M. C. Chang, H. Y. Shu, H. H. Yu, Y. C. Sung,
Reductive decolourization and total organic carbon
reduction of the diazo dye CI acid black 24 by zerovalent iron powder, J. Chem. Technol. Biotechnol.,
81(2006), 1259-1266.
21. J. Cao, L. Wei, Q. Huang, L. Wang, S. Han,
Reducing degradation of azo dyes by zero-valent iron
in aqueous solution, Chemosphere, 38(1999), 565571.
22. C. B. Wang, W. Zhang, Synthesizing nanoscale iron
particles for rapid and complete dechlorination of TCE
and PCBs, Environ. Sci. Technol., 31(1997), 21542156.
23. W. X. Zhang, Nanoscale iron particles for
environmental remediation: an overview, J. Nanopart.
Res., 5(2003), 323-332.
24. T. Satapanajaru, S. D. Comfort, P. J. Shea,
Enhancing metolachlor destruction rates with
aluminum and iron salts during zerovalent iron
treatment, J. Environ. Qual., 32(2002), 1726-1734.

